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February 24th, 2014

Village of Phelps Planning Board Meeting held at the Phelps Community 




Center; 8 Banta St., Village Meeting Room;  Phelps, New York.

Present: 

Chairman:   Randy Scott

Board member:
Shaun Keebler


Board member:
Bob Springer
Board Member: 
Mike Blair


Board Member:
Vacant

Also present:
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Melissa Westfall, Code Enforcement Officer Jim Murphy, Larry Tillack, Andrew Hintenach.
Public:
Leah & Adam Eldridge, Bonnie Wellman and Richard Wellman

Chair Scott opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m.

Approval of December 16th, 2014 meeting minutes:  Bob Springer motioned to approve the minutes as presented, Mike Blair second. Unanimously approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
PB 10-12 – Larry Tillack – Restaurant- Commercial Site Plan & Special Use Permit
Chair Scott asks Larry Tillack what is new from our last meeting. Larry and his architect approach the table and show us a photo metrics map showing the light spillage from the building.

Andrew Hintenach- It will be downward lighting over the sign on the side of the building and dark sky compliant off from the building. 

Chair Scott- There is a comment from the county that talks about taking away the entrance from NYS Route 88 because there concern and NYS DOT’s concern is there could be potential back up problems on NYS Route 88 and they would like to see everything come in off from NYS Route 96. 

Andrew Hintenach- I have also seen a striping condition but whatever you guys want to see.

Larry Tillack- If that’s what the board wants then we will just block that entrance off. 

Chair Scott- It also says you will need to get a permit from NYS DOT if you are going to be doing work with in the R.O.W. (right of way). 

Andrew Hintenach- Yes for curbing and driveways off Route 96. 

Chair Scott- Are the lights going to be dark sky compliant? 

Andrew Hintenach-Yes they will all be dark sky compliant and downward facing lighting. 

Chair Scott- What about some type of curbing from the BOCES parking lot to the Restaurant?

Andrew Hintenach- We are going to do a grassy area there. 

Shaun Keebler- Will the lights be LED?

Andrew Hintenach- No it will be white light. 

Chair Scott- What about the parking overflow? Will the employees be parking at the Family Dollar to not take up any spots at the Restaurant? 

Larry Tillack- Yes and it will most likely be only a two person operation.

Shaun Keebler- I would like to see more landscaping and scrubs then the decorative fencing. 

Larry Tillack- I would too and I would like to keep the second driveway but if it becomes a safety issue then you can make it part of a condition or stipulation to block the driveway off.

Chair Scott- I agree with that. There is also a part in the county minutes that says “ Drive-thru as proposed, this restaurant has a drive-thru window for pick-up only but no other outside location to place orders. The applicant said that the drive-thru window is for orders that are placed off-site (i.e. by phone) and then picked up.” Is this correct?
Andrew Hintenach- That is not right it will be on the way to the pickup window with a menu box. It will be like a normal drive-thru. 

Shaun Keebler- I think the order window spot determines whether you can have the 2nd driveway as well. It could be too congested depending on where it’s placed. 
Andrew Hintenach- I’ll show on the plans where it will be.   

Chair Scott- In the county minutes it says something about a “park then walk up window service” is that something you are going to be doing?
Larry Tillack- Only place you will order is inside at the counter or the drive-thru outside, no walk up window.

Andrew Hintenach- The only other changes we did was rearrange the way the inside was going to be set up. No walk-up service outside.

Chair Scott- Ok so no outdoor walk up service at all just inside counter service and drive-thru service?

Larry Tillack- Correct.

Chair Scott- Any specific provisions on shared parking Murphy?

Jim Murphy- No.

Shaun Keebler- Even if you could come back in like 6 months to do some sort of review of how everything is going that would be a good idea. 

Larry Tillack- Yes, that would be a good idea. I would be willing to do that. 

Shaun Keebler- Because that is a tight corner.

Chair Scott opens the Public Hearing at 7:45pm. 

Richard Wellman- I went up to the NYS DOT office and talked to them about this project. They also had some concerns about the traffic in that area. Between Route 96, Route 88 and the train tracks right there it is already a difficult spot to have more traffic and bottle neck issues. NYS DOT looked at it and didn’t understand why there wasn’t an order window. I also got a copy of the NYSDEC Spill Report Form on the Family Dollar construction site when they hit what was either an old dry well or septic tank. Larry was supposed to get something back to DEC clearing up the issue but they said they never received anything from him. I just stopped there to see if because it was an old gas station site if there was any contamination on the site still or any testing that needed to be done. 
Larry Tillack- DEC was on the site when that happened and they were monitoring everything. 

Richard Wellman- I know that this intersection is already busy and then add this corner restaurant it will only make it busier. I have a farm down the road on Route 96 and I can barely get out as it is. So between the train tracks with trains coming through and the intersection of Route 96 & 88 it’s already very busy. 

Chair Scott- Thank you for your comments Richard anything else?

Richard Wellman- Other than keeping an eye on any contamination & the heavy traffic none. 

Chair Scott- Any more comments from the public?

Adam Eldridge- We own the house right next to the Blue Ribbon and that intersection is already bottlenecked up. I know in the middle of the night the big trash trucks will fly through there going like 60mph. So say after this restaurant goes up what if it doesn’t work out? What if there are too many accidents at this intersection then what? 
Shaun Keebler- Well that’s what all of this information gathering is for from NYS DOT, DEC, Water & Soil etc. I mean look at the Blue Ribbon and the single entrance they have its already tough enough to get in and out of there. 

Adam Eldridge- Have you seen Jims Hidden Treasures right across the street? They put that barricade up and now they just blow through there because a piece of it has been taken down. I have asked whose responsibility it is and Jim would have to take care of it being the property owner. 

Chair Scott- If it becomes an issue then the 2nd entrance will be removed because we will have a contingency with these plans to block of the Route 88 entrance if it becomes a problem. 

Bonnie Wellman- What about what Ramon Howard owns? Would they need some sort of permission to drive through there?

Chair Scott- They already do that and have an easement to drive through there from the Family Dollar.  

Leah Eldridge- What type of lighting will there be? 

Chair Scott- It’s going to be dark sky compliant and downward facing lighting.
Adam Eldridge- The traffic is just my biggest concern.

Chair Scott- That’s never going to change that corner of Route 88 & 96 will always be a busy corner.
Adam Eldridge- It is nice to have that old apartment house gone and I agree with that but I think this new building will be in a bad spot.

Chair Scott- Does the public have any more questions before we close the public hearing? None. 
Chair Scott closed the Public Hearing at 8:00pm.

Shaun Keebler- Has there been a new traffic study done? I know there was one done for the family dollar. 

Andrew Hintenach- No traffic study was done for this. 

Chair Scott- What we would like to see is a final site plan with the menu board and the second drive-thru window.

Shaun Keebler- Most of what people have had concerns with is bottlenecking issues the Route 96 & 88 corner.

Larry Tillack- When the last traffic study was done there was about 12,000 cars a day that came through that corner.

Chair Scott- It’s no different than the traffic will be going by any other day and the train we can help that’s out of our control. 

Andrew Hintenach- 60% of this business with be through the drive-thru window.

Shaun Keebler- I think the whole drive-thru thing could be a potential issue depending on how it is going to be set up. 

Andrew Hintenach- We will get it laid out for you so you all can see it.  

Chair Scott- I would like to see a final site plan before we move forward on anything. I would like to see where the menu box is going to be placed, both the drive-thru windows, parking lot striping to navigate the drive-thru people, the grass blocking the BOCES parking area from the restaurant, and we would like to close the Route 88 entrance if there is any issues with it. If it becomes an issue we will meet back about it.

Larry Tillack- Do you want to see any storm drainage?

Chair Scott- Yes we would like to see anything like that and striping of the driveway from the Route 88 entrance. 

Andrew Hintenach- The striping would make more sense around the Route 96 entrance as well to make people aware of the way you would like to see them come in and out. 
Chair Scott asks the board if they have and more comments or questions? None.

Motion by Randy Scott to wait for the final site plan to be provided from Larry Tillack on this project before moving forward; 2nd by Mike Blair and unanimously carried.  

Next meeting:  Regular Monthly Meeting – Monday, March 24th, 2014 at 7 p.m.     

Bob Springer motioned for adjournment of the meeting; Shaun Keebler seconded; meeting adjourned at 8:25p.m.    
Respectfully submitted,
Melissa J. Westfall
Village Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
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