TOWN OF PHELPS REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES

MAY 12, 2014
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Norman Teed


Supervisor

Carl Beechler     

Councilman





Dennis King


Councilman

Kent Ridley


Councilman





Arthur Ruthven

Councilman





Linda Nieskes

            Town Clerk




            Terry Featherly
            Highway Superintendent
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE:
See listing in minutes book.

CALL TO ORDER:

Supervisor Teed called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF 




ALLEGIANCE:

Councilman Ruthven led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

MRB SEQR-HIGHWAY
Supervisor Teed said Pat Nicoletta was here tonight to review the SEQR for the

GARAGE:


new Highway Garage.  He reviewed Part I of the SEQR with the Town Board.






Councilman King offered the following Resolution.  RESOLVED






that, the Town Board accepts the Part 1 SEQR for the new Highway






Garage.  The Resolution was seconded by Councilman Ruthven,





who moved its adoption.  5 AYES.  Carried.





Mr. Nicoletta said the Town needs to pass a resolution to be Lead Agency.

RESOLUTION:

Declaring the Intent to be Lead Agency for the Town of Phelps Highway





Facility Project (see attached).

UPDATE ON PELIS RD.
Mr. Nicoletta said the Map, Plan and Report was done for the Pelis Road Water

WATER DISTRICT:

District.  

MELVIN HILL WATER
Mr. Nicoletta passed a Melvin Hill Water Project schedule out to the Board.  He said 
DISTRICT & EXTENSION:
the Utility Company has to move a pole.   He said we are waiting for the Department of Health and the DEC Army Corp of Engineers’ approval.  He said he hopes we can go out 
for bid by July; but we are on hold until the DOH and Army Corp of Engineers get back to us.  

JOINT WATER PROJECT
Mr. Nicoletta said there will be a Joint Town Meeting on May 29, 2014 for all the Super-
318/14/96, TOWNLINE &
visors of the involved Towns. He said then there will be a meeting for all the residents  

PACKWOOD RDS.

within the Water District at the Oaks Corners Fire House, 607 Cross Road, Oaks 

Corners, NY on Tuesday, June 3, 2014 and the Petition can be signed at that time.
PUBLIC PARTICIATION:
NONE
EAGLE SCOUT PLAN
Supervisor Teed said Mackenzie Williamson was with us tonight to present a

PRESENTATION:

plan he has for an Eagle Scout Project at the Pioneer Cemetery on Main Street.
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Mackenzie said he wants to reset some of the stones that have fallen down or tipped.  





He said he has devised a frame to put around the stones to stabilize them.  He gave





an excellent presentation and the Town Board was thrilled that he was going to take





on such a huge task.  The Board sincerely thanked Mackenzie for his interest in the




cemetery and his willingness to do such a great project.  









Councilman King offered the following Resolution.  RESOLVED






that Mackenzie Williamson be allowed to go into the Pioneer Cemetery






to repair and stabilize headstones per his presentation.  The Resolution was 






seconded by Councilman Beechler, who moved its adoption.  5 AYES.  






Carried.     

APPROVAL OF THE 
Councilman King, offered the following Resolution.  RESOLVED that, the

APRIL 14, 2014 REGULAR
April 14, 2014 Regular and the April 29, 2014 Special Town Board (Hwy Garage info) 
AND THE APRIL 29, 2014  
Meetings be approved as written.  The Resolution was seconded by Councilman   

SPECIAL TOWN BOARD
Beechler, who moved its adoption.  5 AYES.  Motion carried. 
(HWY GARAGE)MINUTES:

RESOLUTION:

Approve Mowing Contract with Ontario Co. for 2014 (see attached).
RESOLUTION:

Approve Audit for Melvin Hill Water Project (see attached).

RESOLUTION:

Transfer for Water Truck (see attached).
RESOLUTION:

Approve Glen Wilkes’ Appointment on the County Planning Board (see attached).

HIGHWAY:


Highway Superintendent Featherly gave his report for the month of April 2014





(see attached). 




Superintendent Featherly said he would like to piggyback off Onondaga County to





purchase the truck.  He said it would be a total of $202,238 for the cab, chassis, plow





equipment and all season box.  He said the plow equipment and box would come from 





Tenco.  Supervisor Teed asked for a Resolution to approve the purchase of the truck.






Councilman Beechler offered the following Resolution.  RESOLVED






that, Superintendent Featherly be approved to purchase the MACK truck






through the Onondaga Co. bid and the plow equipment and all season 

box through Tenco for an amount not to exceed $202,238.  The Resolution 
was seconded by Councilman King, who moved its adoption.  5 AYES.  
Motion carried.  





Superintendent Featherly wanted the Board to approve the appointment of a full-time

MEO without the name of the person.  He said he had not received the person’s approval





from the County as yet.  He was told the Board could not make an appointment 





without the person’s name and the County approval.  Supervisor Teed told him he did 





not need Board approval for the 2 part-time people he wanted to hire, so he could move





forward with that.  
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Superintendent Featherly said he would like to hire a person to be a Safety Officer 





for the Highway Department and have them receive a stipend.  He said the County





thought it was a good idea.  He said the person would be able to maintain the MSDS  

Sheets from the County, address PESH, stay in contact with Sherman Manchester 





at the County as far as training that is needed, look for possible hazards in the shop and 

on the roads and log reports.  Councilman Beechler said that would be a job for the Deputy Highway Superintendent.  Superintendent Featherly said he is like him and 
not computer literate.  He said he needs someone that can use the computer or laptop.

Supervisor Teed asked if the other Towns had Safety Officers.  He asked Mike 

Vienna if that was what he was working on with the County.  Mike said he was 

working with the County on the All Hazard Mitigation.  

ZONING REPORT:

The Zoning Report for the month of April 2014 is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.

MONTHLY REPORT:
The Town Clerk’s April 2014 report was reviewed by the Board Members for their 




approval.

WATER SUPT. REPORT:
The Water Superintendent’s report is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  

DISCUSSION WITH THE
A)  Supervisor Teed reminded everyone that the Memorial Day Parade will be held on 
SUPERVISOR:

Monday, May 26, 2014.  Those participating in the parade have to be at the American





Legion on Rt. 96, Phelps at 10:15 AM.  Board Members attending will be 

Supervisor Teed, Councilmen Beechler, Councilman King, Councilman Ridley and 

Town Clerk Nieskes.

B)  Supervisor Teed said the Sulphur Springs Festival Parade will be on Saturday,
June 7, 2014.  Line-up is at 5:30 PM with the parade starting promptly at 6:00 PM.  Those attending will be Supervisor Teed, Councilman Beechler, Councilman King, 

Councilman Ridley, Superintendent Featherly and Town Clerk Nieskes.

C)  Supervisor Teed said the Sauerkraut Festival Parade will be held on Saturday, 

August 2nd at 4:00 PM.  The information has to be returned to the Committee so we have to know who will be participating.  Supervisor Teed, Councilman Beechler, Councilman

King, Councilman Ridley, Superintendent Featherly and Town Clerk Nieskes will be participating in the parade. We will receive notification of line-up information.  

D)  Supervisor Teed said we need to put all new storm windows on the Town Hall.

He said several of them are broken and some only go down half-way on the window.   

He said we will need to get estimates.  He said the front windows need to be replaced 

also but we will need permission from the Historical Commission for that.  He stated

we have 4 company names from which to get quotes.  Councilman Beechler and Councilman Ruthven, the Buildings and Grounds Committee will work on this project. 
E)  Supervisor Teed asked about the Salt Shed Repair.  Councilman Beechler

said he had quotes from 2 companies.  He reviewed them with the Board.  He will

get back to the companies for more information.  
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F)  Supervisor Teed discussed the letter received from Judge Fisher regarding cell 

phone usage for any Town employee driving a Town-owned vehicle.  He said there is

no exception to the law for snowplow drivers.  No one can be driving and talking on their cell phone.  Judge Fisher’s letter said that if caught using a cell phone in a Town-owned vehicle, it would be 5 points on the driver’s license, Commercial Licensed Drivers (CDL) may lose the CDL driving privilege with points on their license for a 60 day period (first offense).  His letter went on to say that if in a standard vehicle (car) it is 5 points as well and will not give a suspension unless they accumulate a total of 11 points within 18 months.  He stated the fine for texting or use of cell phone is listed and we have been giving fines of $100.00 plus the mandatory NYS surcharge of $93.00 for the first offense. He said the only exception to any cell phone use while driving is to report an emergency to police, fire or medical personnel.       

G)  Supervisor Teed asked the Board if they are in agreement with the revisions made on the Landscape Law.  They are.  We will move forward with this Local Law.
H)  Supervisor Teed said there will be a Joint Meeting for the 318/14/96, Townline and Packwood Rd. Water District residents on Tuesday, June 3, 2014 at 7:00 PM at the Oaks Corners Fire House, 607 Cross Rd., Oaks Corners, NY.   
OPEN FORUM:
Supervisor Teed asked if anyone wished to address the Board.  

Councilman King said the Historical Society would like the Town and Village Boards to 


tour the Howe House and see what they do.  He will check on a time for this visitation.


Councilman King asked if Water Superintendent Vienna’s old truck was going to go to auction.  Water Superintendent Vienna said he is still getting equipment off the old truck and it will go to auction in the fall.

NEXT TOWN BOARD
The next Regular Town Board Meeting will be Monday, June 9, 2014 at 7:00 PM.  The

MEETING:  
meeting will be held at the Phelps Town Court/Meeting Room, 1331 Rt. 88, Phelps, NY.
BILLS:


Councilman King made the following Resolution.  RESOLVED that 





PREPAID GENERAL “A” - #119 - #125 in the amount of $25,549.91,





GENERAL “A” - #126 - #150 in the amount of $18,413.18,





PREPAID GENERAL “B” - #38 in the amount of $37.13,

GENERAL “B” - #39 - #42 in the amount of $11,849.53

PREPAID HIGHWAY “DB” - #112 in the amount of $3,849.69,




HIGHWAY “DB” - #113 - #141 in the amount of $28,046.89,





PREPAID SEWER - #35 in the amount of $73.32,





SEWER - #36 - #39 in the amount of $21,478.51,

WHITE RD. WATER DISTRICT - #9 - #11 in the amount of $1,057.29,





RT. 96/488 WATER DISTRICT - #13 - #15 in the amount of $9,887.68,





PREPAID ORLEANS WATER DISTRICT - #12 in the amount of $20.26,





ORLEANS WATER DISTRICT - #13 - #15 in the amount of $9,926.04,

PREPAID SPAFFORD RD. WATER DISTRICT - #17 in the amount of $6.94,
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SPAFFORD RD. WATER DISTRICT - #18 - #20 in the amount of $1,143.89,

PREPAID MELVIN HILL RD. WATER DISTRICT - #13 in the amount of $307.73,

MELVIN HILL RD. WATER DISTRICT - #14 - #15 in the amount of $5,031.36,

PREPAID TRUST & AGENCY - #17 - #19 in the amount of $3,068.45
be approved.  The Resolution was seconded by Councilman Ridley, who moved its adoption.  5 AYES.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilman Ruthven offered the following Resolution.  RESOLVED that, the meeting be





adjourned.  The Resolution was seconded by Councilman Beechler, who moved its 





adoption.  5 AYES.  Motion carried.

TIME:



8:48 PM 

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Nieskes

Town Clerk

