
September 21st, 2015
 
Village of Phelps Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing held at the Phelps 




Community Center; 8 Banta St., Suite 207; Phelps, New York.
Present:

Chairwoman: Pat Hemminger

Board member: Denise Schlossnagle


Board member: David Gruschow

Board member: David Clark



Board member: Vacant
Also present:
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer: Melissa Westfall; Code Enforcement Officer: Jim Murphy, Applicant Tonya Sergent.
Public: 
Taylor Farrell, Brittany Sergent, Dan Tiballi, Lindsay Tiballi, Donna Douglas, Barry Douglas, and Hazelle Couillard.  
Chairperson Hemminger opened meeting at 7:00 p.m.
ZBA 02-15 – Tonya Sergent – Area Variance – 18 N. Newark St. 
Tonya Sergent presented this application to the board. She only has one driveway and 4 vehicles. She is requesting more parking for her families vehicles due to not being able to widen the driveway due to the property line. She would like to add  a space in the front of the house. That space will help with the congestion in the driveway. Next year her daughter will be going off to college so then they would be down to only two vehicles in the driveway. That one extra spot in front of the house would be a convenience for them. 
David Clark- So there are 3 licensed vehicles?
Tonya Sergent- Yes all licensed and registered. 

Chair Hemminger- Is there no other place you can put a parking spot?

Tonya Sergent- No. There is my house on one side then the neighbors property the other side of my driveway. So there is no way to widen the driveway.  

Chair Hemminger- What about the back side of the house?

Tonya Sergent- There is little space between the house and the garage.

Dave Clark- Is there a tree back there somewhere too?

Tonya Sergent- Yes at the end of the garage.

Dave Clark- It looks like there is about 20ft from the house to the garage.

David Gruschow- I could see it being hard to turn around.

Chair Hemminger- I would be able to turn myself around in that amount of space.

Tonya Sergent- We have a trampoline, a swing set and a shed back there too. 

Chair Hemminger- Those are all movable things correct?

Tonya Sergent- Yes. 

Dave Clark- There is only a one space minimum that is required per parcel. It looks like you have about 60ft and that should be enough for 3 cars.

Chair Hemminger opened the public hearing at 7:08pm.

Barry Douglas- We walk quite often down the sidewalk and the mud on the sidewalk from the truck at that house makes it a mess. Also there are dog remains that are on the sidewalk there too, I don’t know if they have a dog or not but there is a problem with that as well. The truck has really have duty tires and collects a lot of mud and most of the year that section of the sidewalk is a mess. 

Donna Douglas- The mud is a big problem. Last year they filled the mud spots with mulch and there was mulch and mud all over the sidewalk. They are asking for one parking space but there is usually two vehicles parked out front. I know it’s an inconvenience but it’s terrible. 
Taylor Farrell- I’m the friend that also stays at the house. Some of us work nights and some days and we all have different schedules during the day but I don’t believe the dog remains are theirs, from what I have seen. But if we park in front of the house we will put blocks down and make it look nice so there will be no mud on the sidewalks.

Tonya Sergent- We do have a lot of people walking through there. Yes, I have one dog and we are keeping an eye on our dog. We usually let him out in the back yard to go to the bathroom and he is always supervised. 

Dan Tiballi- If they are granted to park in front of the house it should at least be paved because stone wouldn’t work well with snow removal etc. 

Chair Hemminger asks the public if they have any further questions? None. Closed the public hearing at 7:13pm.
Dave Clark- Driving around the village many other places fall under the same problem, I don’t see a real hardship in respect to zoning. They have the space to go around back and I hate to grant and area variance for that. 
Tonya Sergent- We don’t the convenience of parking along the road.

Denise Schlossnagle- Most people in the village don’t. 

Brittany Sergent- We got in trouble by the village for having a broken down lawn mower in our back yard. Will we get in trouble for parking our vehicles back there too?
Denise Schlossnagle- I agree with everyone. As a young adult growing up we had 3 vehicles with a shorter driveway than this and every evening we had to go out and arrange our vehicles in the order we each had to leave in the morning. With 3 vehicles that should be doable, inconvenient yes but doable. I would say explore more options behind your house.

David Gruschow- What exactly does the code say.

Dave Clark- No parking is allowed in your front yard in the village. 
Chair Hemminger asks the board if they have any more questions?

 Chair Hemminger- There appears to be sufficient parking in the back. The law requires that there is no parking in the front of the house. There is no hardship. 
David Gruschow- If it doesn’t meet zoning code it doesn’t meet it. The tree out front is pretty big. I can see parking out back. 

Dave Clark- You will just have to situate your vehicles. 

Chair Hemminger- Backing out on to any highway is illegal. Has the board come to a consensus? 
David Gruschow- What about a half circle in the front of the house? Like a front loop driveway?
David Clark- It would have to go around the back of the house because of setbacks. 
David Gruschow- What about a ½ circle parking spot in front of the house like a loop around driveway in front? DOT wouldn’t allow a permit that close probably.
Dave Clark- It would have to go around the back of the house.

David Gruschow- That big truck probably wouldn’t make it around the porch and the tree.

Tonya Sergent- They park between the porch and the tree.

David Gruschow- I’m with Denise we can’t set a president.

Dave Clark- In order to grant a variance there would have to be something unique about this parcel and there is not.

Chair Hemminger- A driveway on the other side of the house would actually even be bigger. The current driveway width area is 11.9’ and on the other side of the house there is 12.6’. 

Dave Clark- I understand and appreciate what you want to do but I can’t see how we can grant this variance. 

Brittany Sergent- In the early morning we will have to move are cars back and forth?

Denise Schlossnagle- Maybe everyone having a set of keys to each car would be beneficial that way who ever needs to leave first can just move the cars around themselves. 

Taylor Farrell- We would get a ticket if we parked on the sidewalk?

Chair Hemminger- Yes, you are not permitted to be parked there. All 3 cars are supposed to be parked in the driveway. 

Applicant(s) become of topic.
Chair Hemminger- All we can address is the application. We cannot fix you situation we can only tell you what you can’t do. 

Tonya Sergent- No one is going to complain if we park our vehicles in the back yard?
Denise Schlossnagle- Would it be an act of god to petition DOT to get a permit for a 2nd driveway?

Dave Clark- Yes.

Motion by Denise Schlossnagle to deny the application requested being that is doesn’t constitute a unique situation compared to the rest of the village; 2nd by Dave Clark and unanimously carried. 
Approval of August 17th, 2015 meeting minutes:  Dave Clark motions to accept meeting minutes as presented, 2nd by Denise Schlossnagle. Unanimously carried.  

Adjournment: 
With no further business; Pat adjourned the meeting at 7:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa J. Westfall
Deputy Village Clerk/Treasurer 


