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1. Call to Order
Chairperson Collette Barnard called to order a work session of the Town of Phelps Planning Board at 6:30 p.m. on April 13, 2016 at the Phelps Town Hall.  Present were: Chairperson Collette Barnard, Dan Hurdle, Steve McCarrick and Kenny Sontheim.  
2. Discussion
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the previous drafts of the water preservation legislation the Board has been working on.  
Mr. Sontheim asked if the members would consider changing the stream side set back footage from 25 feet to 40 and reducing the Zone B footage down from 65 to 50 feet.  He showed members pictures of recent logging of stream side property by the bridge on Fisher Road and its negative effects.  Members felt that this was a desirable change.

Mr. Sontheim asked if the members were open to modifying the standard for amount of stream coverage that can be removed- which is now drafted at 25% of stream frontage up to a maximum of 100 feet.  Ms. Barnard felt the current standard was reasonable, as did Mr. McCarrick and Mr. Hurdle.  

Mr. Hurdle questioned how the stream side set back would be measured.  Current draft has it measured from the high water mark on the stream bank.  

Members discussed the proposed groundwater protection language and whether prohibiting natural gas and petroleum extraction in the Town is the best way to proceed or to restrict it.  Mr. Hurdle felt a ban was not the way to proceed.  Mr. McCarrick questioned whether or not we could just ban “fracking”.  Mr. Sontheim said from his reading and review that trying to ban a certain method was not going to be successful.  The Town of Dryden was successful in court was because they banned exploring for natural gas and or petroleum outright- not just the practice of fracking.  Mr. Sontheim noted that the drafting had two options- an outright ban like the Town of Dryden or have this activity restricted to the M-1 Zone District.  Ms. Barnard liked the idea of restricting it to the M-1 Zone District like the Town has done with adult entertainment restrictions.  The rest of the members agreed to proceed in the direction subject to legal review and advice.

Mr. Sontheim asked the members if they would be open to adding language to the section protecting the Town’s aquifers that would restrict the amount of surface acreage to be irrigated from well water on a property to no more than 5 acres.  Members felt this was a reasonable addition.

Mr. McCarrick wanted to ensure that our drafted language would be going to the Town’s Agricultural Committee for their review and input and suggestions.  All were in agreement with this and timing was discussed.  It was agreed that a new draft would be prepared for the Planning Board’s review and that before sending it to the Ag Committee, that the Town Supervisor be updated as to the progress of our work to date.  

Work Session Adjourned at 7:50 pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Kenny Sontheim, acting secretary  
