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Town of Phelps Planning Board
Meeting Minutes
April 28, 2016
1. Call to Order
Chairperson Collette Barnard called to order the regular meeting of the Town of Phelps Planning Board at 7:00 p.m. on April 28, 2016 at the Phelps Town Court and Meeting Room.  Present were: Chairperson Collette Barnard, Dan Hurdle, Steve McCarrick and Kenny Sontheim, Stephanie Kelly, absent.  Zoning Officer Ed Clark was present.  Public attending:  Ron Allen, Mr. Driscoll, Dora Burns, Mr. Dave Clark, Greg Hering, Amy Sitterley, Lawrence Tillack 

2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Introduction of Board Members
4. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the March 24, 2016 meeting were considered.  Mr. Hurdle moved to accept the minutes as written.  Ms. Barnard seconded.  All in favor, motion carried.  
Minutes from the Board’s work session held on April 13, 2016 were considered.  Mr. Hurdle moved to accept the minutes as written.  Mr. McCarrick seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

5. Application # SD 16-04:  Subdivision for Beatrice Boyd
Mr. Dave Clark, of Clark Surveyors was present representing Beatrice Boyd of 1348 White Road, Phelps.   Mr. Clark reviewed proposal and subdivision map used to subdivide Parcel A, containing 3.477 acres from the parent parcel owned by Beatrice Boyd and annex it to the lands of Randy Scott Boyd, containing 0.518 acres to become a single parcel containing 3.995 acres.  The remaining lands of the parent parcel, Parcel B, will contain 3.70 acres and be retained by the owner.  No additional lots are proposed.  
Ms. Barnard opened the Public Hearing at 7:05.  No comments were received.  Public Hearing was closed at 7:06.  

Mr. Hurdle moved approval of application #SD 16-04 for Beatrice Boyd, finding that the application meets the requirements of Chapter 123 of the Town’s Code, and further finding that this is a SEQR Type II action with no further action required and that the map dated April 13, 2016 be designated as the final plan.  Mr. McCarrick seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried.  

6. Application # SP-16-03: Bell Atlantic of Rochester
The application is for site plan review for a new cell tower for wireless communication facilities to be located 606 Neider Road, Phelps.   Ms. Barnard asked if there was anyone present representing the applicant.  There being no one present, Mr. Sontheim moved to table the application.  Ms. Barnard seconded.  All in favor, motion carried.

7. Application # SP-16-05: Solar City Corporation/Jeremiah and Joan Driscoll
The application is for site plan review for the installation of a 2.8 megawatt ground-mounted solar photovoltaic system and associated electrical appurtenances.  The project is located at 2500 State Highway 96, Phelps, NY.  Mr. Greg Hering, of Bright Lite Energy is present representing the applicant and owner.  

Mr. Hering introduced himself and his company and thanked the Board for this time to have a general discussion and feedback regarding the solar system being proposed.  
Ms. Barnard asked what the desired timeline is.  Mr. Hering responded that they would like to commence construction in July, no later than early fall.  
Ms. Barnard noted questions related to the SEQR review.  She inquired about the level of noise associated with the project.  Mr. Hering answered that the level of noise from the inverters and the transformers would be a low hum standing a few feet away from noon to 2:00 p.m. and that by evening, no sound at all.  
Ms. Barnard asked if they had contacted the State, since the Thruway is located adjacent to the property, and since they will also be accessing from State Route 96.  Ms. Barnard also asked him to send copies of the submittal package to the Town of Manchester and the Village of Clifton Springs.  

Mr. Hering noted that they are having the property field reviewed for wetlands determinations and that the parties contracted for such work will be in the field next week.  

Mr. McCarrick asked if there were plans to expand the solar project in the future.  Mr. Hering responded that there were no plans to expand at this time.  He noted these items relative to expansion.  First, that given the possible wetlands and desire to be further from the house to the east, they may alter the site plan and go further to the west than is now shown.  Secondly, that there is really only about 16 acres of usable land here and the current project consists of 10 acres, and that sizing of this type of solar array is usually done in 10 acre increments, so he doesn’t see much potential for expansion.    

Mr. Hurdle asked where the energy is going that is being supplied by the project.  Mr. Hering said that it was going to be used by Time Warner Cable.  This is a project to offset the utility costs for Time Warner Cable’s business.

Ms. Barnard asked what the life of the project is.  Mr.  Hering said that the manufacturer of the panels warrants that panels will still generate 90% of the energy production 20 years out from date of install.   He believes the project life to be between 25-30 years.  

Mr. Sontheim asked what the finished surface of the site and under the panels would be.  Mr. Hering said it would be a low fescue grass.

Mr. Sontheim asked if the existing hedgerow would remain.  Hr. Hering said that several of the large trees within the hedgerow would most likely be removed because of the shadow they cast.

Mr. Sontheim asked what the rectangular pad was that is shown on the site plan.  Hr. Hering said this is transformer location and that there are no buildings proposed for the site.  
Mr. Sontheim asked how much grading will be done on the site.  Mr. Hering said that there would be no cut and fills since the property is very level;

Mr. Sontheim noted the need for landscaping for the project.  He noted concerns that the visual impacts of a 10 acre solar farm with steel fencing needs visual relief at certain important viewpoints.  He asked the applicant to come up with a landscape plan that addresses landscaping- and to come up with a plan that provide for grouping of vegetation for a natural look as opposed to trying to set a  line of trees trying to hide this facility.  Mr. Hering said that he would address the need for landscaping.  

Mr. Hering asked what the process is for going forward.  Ms. Barnard noted that he would need to obtain a special use permit from the Zoning Board and site plan review approval from the Planning Board.  Ms. Barnard noted the Zoning Board is the lead agency for the SEQR process.  

8. Old Business
a. Water Preservation Legislation.  Ms. Barnard noted that from our work session Mr. Sontheim had made the changes to the draft that the members had discussed.  It was agreed that the next steps would be to advise Supervisor Teed of our progress and get his approval to forward this draft legislation to the Agricultural Committee for their review, comment and suggestions.  Mr. Sontheim is to contact Mr. Teed.  
b. Mr. Sontheim noted he contacted Linda Neiskes, Town Clerk to see if previous minutes taken by our secretary Kristine had been provided to her, and they had not.  Ms. Barnard will contact Kristine to obtain the minutes so they are kept on record at the Town Hall. 
9. New Business
a. Planning Board Secretary:  Ms. Barnard reported that from the search for a new secretary, there were 5 applicants that were interviewed and from that process, they made an offer to one of the applicants, Amy Sitterley.  The Town Board will act on her position at their next meeting.  The Board thanked Amy for her interest and look forward to having her on Board.  
b. Mr. McCarrick reported that he had spoken to Supervisor Norm Teed about the possibility of the Village annexing Mr. Tillack’s property so that one entity have review and approval of this property that sits at the front door of the Village.  Mr. McCarrick also spoke to Mr. Hemminger, Mayor of the Village about the idea as well.  The Planning Board is in favor of having the Village annex Mr. Tillack’s property and Ms. Barnard will write a letter to Supervisor Teed stating so.  Mr. McCarrick is unsure of the next steps, and so too are the other Board members, and he so noted that to Mr. Tillack.  Mr. Tillack said he was appreciative of any small steps forward.  
c. Ron Allen noted that there was progress on the Route 14 water line and that the Towns of Waterloo, Junius, Geneva and Phelps are moving forward.  
10. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kenny Sontheim, acting Secretary

