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Town of Phelps Planning Board
Meeting Minutes
March 24, 2016
1. Call To Order
Chairperson Collette Barnard called to order the regular meeting of the Town of Phelps Planning Board at 7:00 p.m. on March 24, 2016 at the Phelps Town Court and Meeting Room.  Present were: Chairperson Collette Barnard, Dan Hurdle, Stephanie Kelly, Steve McCarrick and Kenny Sontheim.  Zoning Officer Ed Clark was also present.  Public attending: Ron Allen 

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Introduction of Board Members

4. Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the February 25 meeting were considered.  Changes were made to item 5, for Syracuse Sand and Gravel to reflect the gentleman representing the owner, Mr. Finkle as being there; changes to language to reflect that the approved building is to be removed as part of the mine reclamation plan or meet the use required under the zoning code since this is a non-conforming use at this location.  Mr. McCarrick moved to accept the minutes as revised, Ms. Kelly seconded.   All in favor, motion carried.

5. Application # SP 16-03:  Bell Atlantic Mobile of Rochester
Site Plan Review for the location of a cell tower at 606 Neider Road, Phelps, NY 
Ms. Barnard noted that there was no one at the meeting representing the applicant.  Mr. Clark stated that they planned to be at the next Board meeting.  Ms. Barnard noted the application requires variances from the Town’s Zoning Board and given this fact, she believes the ZBA should be the lead agency in the SEQR review.  Ms. Barnard moved that the ZBA be the lead agency for the SEQR review process.  Mr. Hurdle seconded.  All in favor.  The motion carried.

Ms. Barnard noted that this will be a two-step approval process- preliminary and final.  To help forward the process, Mr. Clark will take the application to the County Planning Board for their review and comment so that hopefully we will have their comments as part of the public hearing and preliminary review.  Mr. Clark will ensure the public hearing will be noticed for next month’s preliminary review, should we not have a secretary by that time.  

Ms. Barnard asked if any members had any questions/concerns to share.  Mr. Sontheim showed pictures of the site from Neider Road and voiced concerns about the location of the access drive to the proposed tower and its impact on the existing hedgerow/vegetation.  He also questioned the clearing width for the drive and utilities.

6. Updates:
Topsoil Legislation:  passed and approved by the Town Board at their March meeting

Water Legislation:	The Board agreed to hold a work session to continue its work on this proposed piece of legislation.  Board agreed to meet on April 13th at 6:30 pm. Ms. Barnard will confirm the location.

Planned Unit Development Group- Tillack:
The Board members discussed how it would like to proceed with the possibility of proceeding with a Planned Development Group (PDG) within the Town, and specifically for the property that Mr. Lawrence Tillack has proposed creating a Planned Development Group for, application SP-16-01.  Mr. Sontheim questioned whether a PDG was something we wanted within the Town and where?  Is such zoning consistent with the Town’s Master Plans?  Mr. Clark noted that there may be a comprehensive plan for Route 96.  Mr. Allen noted that this was not his recollection.  Mr. Sontheim noted he was aware of two comprehensive plans for the Town- one created just for the Town and one that is a joint plan for the Village and the Town.  Mr. Allen noted that the joint plan is more than 5 years old and needs to be updated.  It was agreed that Ms. Barnard would send a letter to the Town Supervisor asking that the Town set aside money for a professionally updated comprehensive plan for the Town in its next budgetary process for 2017.

Mr. McCarrick suggested the parties involved (the owner of the property, Town and Village) may want to explore having the property annexed into the Village.  Given the location of the property at the front door to the Village, it may make more sense to have the Village decide what is best to be developed here.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The discussion of the Town’s comprehensive plan helped the Board discuss whether or not the proposed additional development by Mr. Tillack at this location was in the best interests of the Town and fit within its future plans.  Do we want to see more concentrated development outside of the Village core?   Mr. Hurdle noted concerns about road frontage; Mr. McCarrick noted concerns over access and density; Ms. Kelly questioned what if any benefits to the Town/community at large would result from a PDG at this location?  Mr. Sontheim agreed with Ms. Kelly’s questions and concerns.  

The Board agreed that Ms. Barnard would write a letter to the ZBA stating the Planning Board did not see any benefits to the Town for creating a Planned Development Group at this location within the Town.  Mr. Hurdle asked that the letter voice our concerns about road frontage, access, density, circulation, parking and other site and zoning concerns that we have related to this site.  

Mr. Allen noted that he would bring up the question of Planned Development Groups to the rest of the Town Board at their next meeting.  

7. New Business
Installation of the Driscoll Solar Farm:	  Ms. Barnard inquired of Mr. Clark whether or not he had been in contact with the people who have indicated they may be coming forward with a site plan application for the development of a solar farm on property located on Route 96 owned by the Driscoll family.  Mr. Clark said that yes he had talked to them and that he had given them all the materials required to make an application.  Mr. Clark noted that the representatives had asked him where to locate the driveway access, and he said that that was up to them to figure out based on what they were proposing and where on the property given the size of the parcel.  
Other:
Mr. McCarrick noted that it was the Ontario County Humane Society and the Ontario County Sheriff’s departments that responded and took action on the Maryland Street property after one of the horses was found dead.  

Mr. Allen noted that the Town will be hosting an open house at the new Town Maintenance Barn on April 2- and that all are invited to attend.  

8. Adjournment
Ms. Barnard moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. McCarrick seconded.  All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

Respectfully submitted, 
Kenny Sontheim, acting Secretary 
